August 10, 2026		VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS


6:30 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, a special meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Newbold. A roll call was answered by Trustees Stoops, Feder, Kearns and Geppert. Trustee’s Fitzgerald and Heinecke were absent. Also, present was Sgt. Jake Renner.


REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION
MAYOR
Mayor Newbold stated that with the police shortage we need to start the process of hiring officers so that Sgt. Renner doesn’t have to handle the load by himself.  Renner advised the mayor that he had an applicant to interview this evening.

POLICE CHIEF
Sgt. Renner introduced the Board to Garrett Headen as a police officer candidate.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

PERSONNEL
The Board interviewed Garrett Headen for a full-time police officer position.  Garrett lives outside Red Bud. He is currently employed as a police officer for Southwestern Illinois College in Belleville.  Sgt. Renner asked the Board if Headen would be allowed to take one of the police cars home and was told it would be fine.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to hire Garrett Headen as a full-time police officer effective in two weeks.  A vote was answered aye by all members present.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Nothing to report.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Stoops seconded by Trustee Geppert, to adjourn the meeting at 6:58 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.


     Steve Newbold, Village President

Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk
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